pressure. All the recent renal artery clamp experiments suggest that narrowing of the lu.men and partial ischaemia of the kidney will tend to raise the blood-pressure to still greater heights, and so establish a vicious circle as long as the heart remains competent.
THE HOSPITAL FOR DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM, BELFAST
rHE Hospital for Diseases of the Nervous System, Paralysis and Epilepsy, for the last forty-two years a land-mnark in Claremont Street, Belfast, has entered upon a new lease of life. The board of management, realising the growing importance of diseases of the nervous system consequent to modern methods of life, has embarked on a scheme of extensions which in time will replace the existing building, and extend far beyond its present boundaries. Fortunately, ground for this scheme was available behind the present building, and a new hospital has been built upon it, planned in such a way that when funds permit the old hospital will be pulled down and new buildings, which will replace it, will be part of the new hospital, and not merely extensions to it. When these new buildings are completed they will be largely devoted to surgical cases of nerve disease, the present new buildings being devoted to medical cases. The new buildings now nearly completed will give an additional thirty beds to the present accommodation. These will be distributed over small general wards of six to eight beds each, with individual bed-lights, a ward of two beds, and two single-bed private rooms. The wards face south, and all overlook a restful garden, to which "up-patients" will have admission; a sun-balcony, on which beds may be moved in suitable weather, also overlooks the garden, which includes a "summer-house," where patients may rest in showery weather.
The floors of the hospital are on the most modern lines; wood blocks are used in all the wards, and cork-tiles are used in the corridors, so that noise of footsteps will not disturb sleeping patients.
The accessory rooms include a large day-room for up-patients, a room which will house an X-ray plant when funds are available for its purchase, a dispensary, and rooms for radiant heat, massage, diathermy, ultra-violet light, galvanic baths, electric treatment, etc. A mortuary, well removed from the wards, with a postmortem room near-by, and a clinical room fo rthe study of bloods, urines, etc., are also included.
The front of the hospital has a restful appearance, built of Dungannon rustic brick, and pointed with snow-crete. The back of the building is built of Haypark local brick; it extends to Abercorn Street, and here is found the out-patients' entrance. This latter most important department is entirely on the ground level; its floor is composed of terrazzo, and its walls are finished with white pioneer plaster.
The architect for the new hospital, which will cost for the portion now built £10,000, is Mr. Robert Frater, Belfast, in consultation with the visiting physicians, Dr. H. Hilton Stewart and Dr. R. S. Allison; and the contractors are Messrs. William Dowling & Sons, also of Belfast.
With this added accommodation the Claremont Street Hospital, as it is familiarly referred to, will be an asset of great value to the hospital services of Belfast, and should be a valuable training ground for medical students in this particularly difficult branch of medicine. Already it is attracting quite a number of students, and with the additional accommodation increasing numbers will surely follow. The work of the hospital extends to a Convalescent Home and Epileptic Colony in Killowan, near Lisburn. It has accommodation for about twenty-two patients, and is visited regularly by the members of the honorary medical staff of the hospital.
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION NORTHERN IRELAND BRANCH
BECAUSE of certain statements in the Press in the early part of this year, the Branch Council has had under consideration the question of the issue of certificates in the case of illness of school children.
Through the co-operation of the resident magistrate and the Education Authorities, the distinction has now been made clear between the legal value and the expediency of such certificates. A letter explaining the position is being prepared for circulation to members of the branch.
The series of articles on various aspects of medical work which appeared in the "Belfast Telegraph" in the winter has been prepared in booklet form. In order to impress the need for greater co-ordination of the medical services in Northern Ireland on those concerned, this booklet, together with Dr. Kidd's paper, and the British Medical Association's "General Medical Service for the Nation," have been forwarded, with a covering note, to members of the branch, and also to representatives of County and Town Councils, Urban and Rural Councils, Boards of Guardians, and the members of Senate and Commons of the Northern Parliament. 132
